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We insert the following communicatien atthe ing for it! ! This trick passed off, though no 


request of an individual who is perfectly acquain- without some scolding and high words; but still 
4 it went down. and several ot the cheated ones of 


ted with all the circumstances to which he re- course bouglit pews. 


fers. Wehave only to observe, that nothing, py. chuck now firmly established, things 

can be farther from true religion than such trans- | went smoothly on until the commencement of 

actions as ‘* A. B.” describes. Those popular: last month or thereabouts; at which time some 

commotions known by the name of “ Revivals,” , — took ee by i a a ry sare 
: 7 | priest, as the one first engaged ta/ked eavin 

y ith ost pernicious con- | PTests 3% 0) Ss 

are usually replete wit the = pe ; ked lus; and $500 was the sum stipulated (o be given. 

sequences, and cannot fail to receive the marked }+ was also agreed upon to get up a revinal.— 

disapprobation of every lover of social order and) The same management as is usual on such o¢- 

Jomestic happiness. —Ep. Gos. ADVOCATE. | casions took pon ree deacons ee roueat 
J ; ) r proacned ne 3 P 1¢ 

For the Gospel Advocaie. mectings, and reproac ned une another fos their 

, peaks SRS waywardness and backslidings, their lukewarm- 

A brief account of the Presbyiervan Society in: ness and indifference to Religion ! They became 

‘ a peeve ile a he hae | animated and determined not to be foiled by the 

rior to the injormation Conveyed to the boar reat adversary. Soon their prayers were a 

. * ‘ . ) a an- 

of Domestic Missions, by a missionary and a few | lutea and the « usual bustle began ” Mee ting's 

watcliful ones, nothing took place in this village ; were held every night, mud, rain and |orkness 

; ional | .  Rbkce hal 

stamped with consequence, save the occasional ' notwihstanding: the neighborhood | cam> se- 
eee ofa oe” located in a small vil-| riously alarmed with the dismal cre oft — cun- 

age, 6 ee aes, Wee victed ; some ten or fifteen “ became .i:xious” 
The information go. Sease by the way | and were ** brought out”—several ot them hav- 

was a dismal ryt of ; eat —— : ered ing a * hope” exhorted their friends to beware of 

ween enveloped the ape 3 — about, an | ‘fire and brimstone,” to lay hold on the Al- 
how destitute ‘iti too 0 ae iene pases | mighty as he wasnow passing through the house !! 

ED MINISTERS !) it issupposed, was tne Cause of with many other sayings equally pious, apd 

our village being blest with the residence of a! wound up by et pacer catientin .s 
licentiate from Andover, sr - ery an the having “ got religion!!!” How many will join 
Prophets”) who is a eth '¢ . ay a ensive | the church and thereby enrol their names in the 
kind of man, 68: witha ee she cw words | bool: of tife I know not ; neithercan | calculate 
and modest. About these days it became neces- | to a fraction, the increase of revenue going to the 





sary to havea building to preach in, and ac- 
cordingiy a subscription paper was freely circu- 
lated to raise the incans. Inso rude a village 
as ours, itis natural to suppose that all classes 
would lend a hand, to erect a building for the 
ostensible purpose of worshipping the Almighty ! 
One in which the true religion would be preach- 
ed in its primitive simplicity, as revealed eighteen 
hundred years ago; where the ordinances would 
be administered by one regularly ordained : i.e. 
one who had been ordainedina regular line from 
St. Peter, one who had the divine right of sprink- 
ling converts with water! ! It was so, as the 
villagers mostly subscribed something, aware of 
the felicity that awaited them, and the pleasure 
of sitting under the ministratioens ofa pious, reg- 
ularly ordained missionary. Butlo! judge their 
surprise—after the building was consecrated {a 
necessary piece of mummery to stuff the credu- 
lous with the idea, that it is more holy than a 
dwelling house or barn,) the pews were offered 
at public vendue, to the use of the highest bidders 
for one year!! those who had built this meeting 
house, could now sitin it and worship God, if 
THEY PAID Fon 1T!! Quite a privilege it must 
be confessed, to have 2 seat ina church by pay- 





priest; certain lam, however, that somebody 
will be the gainer in dollars and cents by the op- 
eration. For example, the pews were sold the 
Ist of January at an increase of about 50 per 
cent frot last year’s prices; and some new so- 
cieties have been formed to support missions ! 

It is strongly suspected that the pew sale was 








not managed with too much fairness, and sever- 
al of the last year’s holders Jeft the scene of traf- 
fic in disgust. 

N. B. I do not reproach any of the individuals 
who were lately * brougiit out,” and who are 
said to‘ have religion.” for a delermination to 
lead a better life, as their acquaintances must 
know there ts need enough of such a resulution: 





but I sug est to their understanding, would it 
not be better to be religious without making 
such a fuss about it ; wouldit not be better to 
stay at home, than run about town, telling how 
good they feel? 

“ Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father, ishis, ‘“‘ To visit the fathers and wil- 
dows in their affliction, and to keep himself ua- 
spotted from the world.” A. B. 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 


MINUTES. 

Of the Cayuga Branch of the Western 
Association of Universalists for the 
year 1824. 

Ist. The Ministers and Delegates consti- 
tuting the Cayuga Branch Association of U- 
niversalists, met according to previous ad- 
journment, at Sempronius, and organized 
the council on Tuesday evening the Sth, 
by appointing Br. J. Potter, moderator, and 
Brs. W. I. Reese and J. S. Flagler, clerks. 
Order of public service in the evening 5 in- 
troductory prayer by Br. J. Foster, sermon 
by Br. A. Green, from Luke ii. 30, 31, 32, 
Br. J. Potter concluding prayer. 


2d. Opened the ccuncil on Wednesday | 


morning, with solemn and fervent prayer to 
the throne of love by Br. A Green. 


3d. The letters from societies represented 


and in fellowship, were read, which exhib- | 
ited an increase of the number of the faith- 


ful and true worshippers of the one God. 
4th. Received repuests from three new 


societies, one of Waterloo, one of Caroline, : 
and one of Fleming, for the fellowship of! 
the association, which, being duly represent- : 


ed, were received. 

5th. Appointed Br. N. Stacy, J. Foster 
and A. Greene, a committee to receive ap- 
plications for fellowship and ordination and 
revort their decision to the council, 

‘6th. Appointed a standing clerk to keep 
a regular account of the proceedings, (em- 
bracing the rise and progress ) of this branch, 
for pyblication at the expense of the asso- 
ciation. 

7th. Order of public service on Wedries- 
day forenoon: Br. N. Stacy, introductory 
praver; sermon by Br. W. I. Reese, from 
St. John xvii. 93 Br. J. Foster concloding 
prayer. Afternoon: Br. J. 8. Flagler in- 
troductory praver ; sermon by Br. J. Pot- 
ter, text, Eph. iii. 14,155; Br. W. 1. Reese, 
concluding prayer. 

8th. Proceeded to read the New Consti- 
tution of the Western Association, which 
being read in separate articles, was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Oth. Appointed Brs. Whitnell, Flagler 
and Greene, a committee of discipline for 
the ensuing year. 


10th. After uniting with Br. Foster in| 
solemn prayer, adjourned the council to) 


meet at 8 o’clock on Thursday morning. 

11th. Order of public services on Wedn- 
esday evening, Br. W. I. Reese, introduc- 
tory prayer; Br. J. S. Flagler, sermon— 
text, 1 Cor. xiii, 19, Br. J. Foster, conclu- 
ding prayer. 


12th. Thursday: Morning, resumed ‘the 
council after supplicating divine direction 
by Br. J. Potter : 
13th. The committee appointed to con. 
sider the propriety of granting letters of 
‘fellowship, &c. having returned from their 
consultation, reported in favor of giving a 
letter of fellowship to Br. Winthrop Rowe, 
14th. Order of public service, on Thurs. 
day, forenoon—Br. Stacy,  introductor 
prayer ; Br. J. Foster, sermon, text, 2 Cor, 
iv. 5. Br. W. I. Reese, concluding pray- 
er. Afternoon, Br. A. Greene, introduc. 
tory prayer; Br. Stacy, sermon, text, Gal, 
lil. 15, 16, and the usual addresses ; Br. 
Flagler, coneluding prayer. 
15th. Voted that the doings of this body 
be published in the Buffalo Gospel Advo- 
cate, with a request that they be transcrib- 
‘ed by other editors of Universal periodical 
works. 
16th. Voted, that in future the doings of 
this body be published in a separate pam- 
phlet, at the expense of the societies of this 
branch. 
17th. Voted, that the names of the town 
and county of each society, represented at 
: this session, together with the names of the 
i delegates present be inserted in the min- 
utes. 
| 18th. Appointed Br. W. I. Reese to 
|prepare the Minutes ; and adjourned to 
“meet at Nine-Mile Creek, Marcellus. on the 
first Wednesday and Thursday of October, 
1825. 
JOB POTTER Moderator. 
Wm. I. Riese, ? Clerk: 
J. S. Fuacuer, ¢ ““°""*: 
Delegates Present. 
| A. Bartle, FE. Loomis, Waterloo; E. 
‘Woodworth, W. Hooper, Sempronius ; A. 
Simons, T. Fish, Scipio; J.C. Evers, J. 
Dodge, Dryden ; J. G Paul, S. Gregory, 
i. Hammond, Fleming : W.S. Smirh, J. 
White, Caroline; M. H. Sherman, W_ In- 
gol, Locke ; S. Curtis, Marcellus ; H. H. 
Orton, J. Clift, Onondaga ; Rev. A. Greene, 
| Virgil. 








From the Cristian Intelligencer. 
ANT APOLCGUE. 
ParaAnoo was the chief of a small tribe 
of natives, which inhabited the Island of 
Mendana. His father was a man naturally 


Stiudious 5 and though he did not possess the 
advantages of sacred or profane literature, 
yet from the great volume of nature, spread 
ont before him he read these laws, by @ 
practical attention to which hehad learned 
to tame that ferocity which usually charac- 
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terizes savage life. When this venerable 
sire was about to die, he called to his couch 
bis beloved son Paranvo, who had then just 
passed his fifteenth summer. My son, 
said the old man, I have lived to see eight 
hundred and seventy three moons; I now 
feel the approaching winter of death fast 
gathering upon me.” The sun was just 
dipping his golden beams in the Pacific 
seas, and the silver moon rose in unclouded 
splendor. “ That sun,” said he, pointing 
to the west, “and that moon,” continued 
he, as he turned to the east, “ will never 
rise to me again. Long have I endeavor- 
ed to satisfy myself whether my conscious- 
ness is to terminate with the dissolution of 
this feeble decaying body. Oh! That I 
could know what is to be my situation when 
my eyes are closed, as soon they must be, 
in death ! Remember my son, the dying in- 
junction of thy father. Thave heard that 
there are other people, in distant parts of 
this. world, whose knowledge is greater than 
ours. Go, my son, and devote thy tife to 
ascertain: Whatisman? What is the char- 
acter of his Author ? And what is to be his 
destination ? And though you can never 
communicate the important intelligence to 
a father, who will indeed not then need it ; 
yet, when you shall have ascertained these 
important questions—return and bless your 

native people. Thev have ever been lov- 
ed by me; and I charge you to have their 
welfare near your heart. I feel the 
cords of life breaking within me, and 
darkness, never before ‘realized, g gathers.” 
with these words he gasped, and breath- 
ed no more ! 

Paranoo needed not to be greatly urged 
to seek a solution of these important queries. 
He naturally possessed from his father, a 
thoughtfal turn of mind; and even in his a- 
dolescency had often endeavored to satisfy 
his curiosity. After the death of his father, 
however, he engaged in the pursuit of knowl- 
edge, ‘vith velaciied ardor. Hehad none 
of the means of observation which bless 
civilized nations. The-only pages of in- 
struction, which were accessible to him, 
were the briny deep, the archy firmament, 
the fields, the woods, the rivulets and the 
mysterious powers of man. But nature’s 








| 
lesson he faithfully studied. From them, | 


he became convinced that. she must have 
had a Creator, and man an Author; and 
that, that incomprehensible Being ruled and 
governed the destiaies of both. 

He had attained to the thirty second year 
of his age, and had hitherto spert his tine 








what is man ; what is the character of the 
being who made and governs him? and 
whatis to be his destination ?—but as yet, 
he was in-darkness and doubt. He had 
learned much of the powers of the human 
mind: He felt a secret dread of annihilation, 
and a certain hope for the future ; but noth- 
ing came to quiet that dread or confirm that 
hope. The light of nature broke not through 
the shades of death. One evening, as he 
was reclining upon nature’s green carpet, 
listening to the roaring of the surges, W hich 
lashed the rocky’ shores, and gazing with 
anxiety upon the host of planetary worlds, 
which looked down upon him with unbe- 
clouded glory—his meditations were dis- 
turbed by the approach of his youthful son, 
who, surprised at lis father’s mental con- 
cern, interrogated him to know the cause of 
his long and frequent absence from the cir- 
cle of his family - “ Seest thou, said the fa- 
ther, those blue curtains, and those dazzling 
gems above thee ?” “Ido 3 and whomade 
them my Sire ?” “ Were thy grand-parent 
alive, he would have rejoiced to discover 
that inquisitive spirit ofthine, but I have not 
set sufficiently complied with his dying in- 
structions, to answer thy question.” © And 
where is that grand-sire,” continued the 
youth, as his conntenance caught a pleasing 
look of anxiety fromhis father.“ My son, 
thy questions drive me to partial distrac- 
tion, O! That I could satisfy mysclf first, 
then would I gladly tell thee.” As he ut- 
tered these words he raised his eyes above, 
and exclaimed: “O! Ye starry hosts; you 
do [ invoke! Tell me, from whom i come, 
and to what do Itend? Are ye my guar- 
dians ? From you did I proceed, and to you 
do! return again? Or when I sleep the 
sleep of death, shall I awake beyond the 
mighty waters, in company with my rever- 
ed ancestors ? Oli! darkness, thick dark- 
ness! ‘Thou Great Spirit, whoever, wherev- 
er thou art, why has thou never condescen- 
ded to reveal thyself to thy creatures ! 
Paranoo, finding the light of nature in- 
suflicient to satisfy his anxious inquiries, 
was now upon the point of despair. He be- 
held in himself a noble structure, mvste- 
riously allied to a reasoning principle with- 


‘in. He shuddered at the thought of anni- 


hilation ; and from some cause or other, (he 
could not tell why) he entertained a con- 
fident hope of a future happy existence.— 
The Gospel, “ bringing life and immortali- 


‘ty to light,” had never greeted his ears.— 


He was a man of thought and determina- 
tion; but tharsecret. stirring concern, which 


principally, in endeavoring to find out,|he could not satisfy rendered him unhappy. 
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It was not long after this, that an Ameri- 
can merchantman, from one of our New- 
England ports, touched at the island of Men- 
dana, to obtain water. She had been ona 
thadiug voyage, at the North West Coast, 
and was then bound to China.  Paranoo 
remembered what his father had told him 5 
aud now was his time to obey his dying in- 
structi“is. Having by means of certain 
sivis learped ot Capt. L. his future route, 
he resolved, if permission could be obtained, 
fo weconipany him. ‘Po bis proposals the 
(stain readily consented , partly as a re- 
tuo for the friendly civilities, which Para- 
noo bad shown him at the Island, and part- 
iy trom awish to enable him to gratify his 
curiosity. Accordingly in a few days, but 
no tillatter Paranoo had stored the ship 
wed with such necessaries and valuables as 
the Istiad afforded, and left his brother in 
possession of the government of the Island: 
the ship spread ber sails tothe wind of a 
propitious heaven, and Paranoo, with min- 
gied feeling of expectation and regret, saw 
bis vate island, the land of his friends, 
gradually recede from his view. 

As yet he had not sufficiently learned the 
English language to propose his inquiries, 
orto compretend suci answers as might be 
rewroed. ‘The Captain also, after he had 
learned his object, chose only to assist him 
in obtaining a krowledge of the languages. 
He a-sured him. that as be should visit dif- 
ferent nations, it was not necessary that fr 
who mode no great pretensions to a knowl. 
edge of theology. should proceed to answer 
his inquisies. He advised him not to be in 
haste t- credit the opinion of others 5 to ex 


tomake up an opinion for himself. Thi, 
advice Paranoo resolved to follow. 

The voyage was not leagthy, and in due 
time the ship arrived at Canton. As Para 
noo was to tarry here some time, he first 
aj tied himself to obtain a tolerable know! 
edge of the Chinese language. This he 
did with astonishing facility. It is true, he 
was among anew race of people whose 
language, manners and habits differed from 
hic own, But this circumstance, instead of 
discouraging him, served rather to urge him 
on 3 foratwas to obtain something new, 
that he left his native home.- Having been 
directed to certain Bonzes or Priests, he 
proceeded to propose his inquiries. He was 
informed that the world was governed by a 
mel ide of petty. deities, who, under Fo, 
reculoied all things—that man was a trans- 
migrating creature, whose soul, when the bo- 


et 


that state rewarded or punished, according 
to the deeds done in his haman state. Pa. 
ranoo was by no means satisfied with this. 
He found no proof in favor of sucha doc. 
trine, aside from the asseitions of the Bon. 
zes. Moreover, it looked too inconsistent 
and contradictory to him, to be true. He 
was determined, however, neither to em- 
brace or reject any doctrine hastily. 

In due time he set sail for the United 
States, when he flattered himself he should 
have ail his inquiries satisfactorily explain- 
ed. ‘The voyage was long and ‘tedicus ; 
but at Jength the ship arrived safely at 
home 3; and Paranoo, as soon as he reached 
the land, prostrated himself on the earth, 
and exclaimed, “O/ Thou God of the 
christians, lead me into thy truth!” He 
took lodgings at a house where a gentle- 
man, who had come into town on business, 
had just sickened and died. As the funer- 
al solemnities were about to be performed, 
he noticed a tall, sorrowful looking person, 
shrouded in a black surplice, entering the 
room. He was informed that it was the 
Priest. Paranoo was ar:xious to ascertain, 
whether the Great Spirit had ever madea 
revelation to his creatures, declaring the 
character of God and the destiaation of 
mankind. Toobtain a knowledge of these 
things was, indeed, the only cause of his 
leaving his native Island. The circum- 
stances which we have just named, he con- 
sidered favorable to an introduction of bis 
inquiries, After the funeral solemnities 
were over, which from their novelty to Pa- 
ranoo, excited his curiosity, he besought an 
audience with the officiating Priest. ‘This 
man was of the sect called Congregational. 
*O! Holy Priest, said Paranoo, I am 
come from among a distant people, in pur- 
snit of information, the most important.— 
Canst thou inform me, if the Great Spirit 
has ever condescended to make a revela- 
tionto man?” = After expressing his sur- 
prise, that Paranoo had never been inform- 
ed of this fact; . and professing great readi- 
ness to gratify his inquiries, the clergyman 
replied: “ He has.” What is the charac- 
ter of man’s Creator? “ A Being self-exis- 
tent, infinitely just, powerful, wise and 
good.” Does he govern and direct all 
things? “ He does.” Is man to live again, 
after death? “He is, eternally.”? What 
isto be his situation? “A part of man- 
kind are to be forever happy, and the resi- 
dne, endlessly miserable.” And did the 
Creator design this? “He did.” Is it so 
declared in the revelation? It is not, but 





dy dies, enters into some animal, and is in 


his secret will is contrary to his revealed 
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will ; the former will have all men to be 
saved ; ; the latter, the greater part forever 
miserable.’ Was that secret will ever re- 
vealed! “It was not.” How then ob- 
tained you, your knowledge of it? The 
Priest was sileut. “O! Thou Great Spirit, 
exclaimed Paranoo, hitherto have I consid- 
ered thee in the character of a friend, - but 
now since my inquiries are answered, my 
heart sickens with despait within me. The 
God of the Christians, cannot be the God 
of Mendana.” At this the Priest became 
offended and left the room. 

Not long after, a gentleman of Armeni- 
an sentiments entered, to comfort the be- 
reaved strangers who had arrived to bury 
their friead. Parauoo interrogated him to 
know what was to be the future destiny of 
mankind? The reply way the same as be- 
fore. Did God desigu and determine this 
distinction? “ Ue did not.” What is his 
design? ‘To make all happy.” Then 
his designs will be fiustiated ? * Thev will.’ 
By what means? “ Because man will not 
comply with the conditions of salvation.” — 
Then, the will of man will ultimately pre- 
vail against the will of God, and he has 
power to frustrate his purposes? =“ It is 
even so, though some, you will find, dispute 
it.” But what are the terms of salvation, 
without an attention to which none can be 
happy? “Every man who does not be- 
come holy in his life; who does not believe 
in Jesus Christ, and is not baptized, keep- 
ing his commandments, which he has de- 
livered, must suffer forever, in a lake of 
fire and brimstone.” Ah! says the na- 
tive inquirer, your doctrine appears incon- 
sistent to me. To believe you, would be 
but to believe that my revered father and 
all my native countrymen must be forever 
miserable, for not believing in him, of whom 
they never heard.” 

Thus, Paranoo went on inquiring of eve- 
ry different sect in town. People of differ- 
ent denominations frequently called on him 
to teach him ; but finding no two to agree, 
he quite despaired of being benefitted by 
his toilsome journey. Every one seemed 
to say to him ; “ You cannot be saved, with- 
out you believe as I do, and join the church 
to which I belong.” One told him that, 
God existed in three persons; another that 
he was only one ;—some assured him that, 
he could not be converted unless he was 
one of the elect ;—others persisted in say- 
ing that, he could be saved if he would; 
and so he went on hearing and weighing 
the multifarious doctrines of men, until he 
‘was on the point of concluding that christi- 





anity itself was but an imposition. At 
length a friend, witnessing his anxiety, 
kindly presented him with a Bible, which 
had not before been shown him, telling him 
toread, examine, and judge for himself; 
adding, ‘*if you depend upon sectarians to 
teach you, you will never reach the object 
of your pursuit.” With a buovant heart 
did Paranoo seize this sacred treasure.— 
For three successive weeks he immured 
himself in private and pored over the pages 
of that invaluable book. He read it ;— 
He believed it ;-—+He rejoiced in it ;— 
There he found the sweetest waters at the 
divine fountain. There did he !earn that 
the God of the Christians was also the God 
of Mendana—* God over all, blessed for- 
ever,—good to all—his tender meicies over 
all his works,—designing to save all, work- 
ing all things after the counsel of his own 
will ;s—who will do all his pleasure.”— 
There did he find life and immortality 
brought to light, and the glorious assurance 
that “ as ir, Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” Witha heart 
beating high with rapture, he prostrated 
himself before Jehovah’s throne in holy 
wonder, rendering unto his gracious name, 
the highest praises he could offer. 

Unfortunate Paranoo, or rather unfortu- 
nate Islanders ; he was not permitted to 
return to Mendana, to preach the “ glad ti- 
dings of great joy which shall be to all peo- 
ple.” He sickened and died but a few 
days before he was to take passage for his 
native land. And as report says,a certain 
clergyman refused to attend his funeral so- 
lemnities, because in some previous conver- 
sation which they held together, Paranoo 
objected to his views, and afterwards be- 
come, what the former considered to be an 
heretic. ‘It is lamentable, said he, that 
this savage Chief should have taken so much 
pains to embrace an error, which has un- 
doubtedly proved his everlasting ruia.”— 
But notwithstanding the maledictions of his 
enemies, Paranoo rests in peace—e’er this, 
he has joined the company of that fond Sire, 
- obeying whose requirements, he lost his 
ife. 

Gentle Reader, were Paranoo now alive, 
he would testify to thee, the value of the 
sacred Writings ; he would urge thee to 
prizethem above all earthly treasures ; to 
read them unshackled by the creeds of men, 
‘and to judge even of thyself, what is right. 
He would advise thee, to make them the 
rule of thy faith and practice in life and 
thy sweetest consolation tn death. 

ORIGEN. 
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From the (Liverpool, Eng.) Christian Keflector. 
REMARKS ON MAT. XXV. 46. 

“ These shall go uway into ever lasting 
punishment, but ihe righteous into life 
eternal.” 

This passage of scripture is brought for- 
ward by the advocates for the doctrine of 
endless misery, as decisive on that point. 
From it the proof is attempted, that if the 
term everlasting is uot to be taken in an 
absolute and unlimited sense, as applied to 
punishment, no more can it be as applied 
to lifes and, therefore, - there is ground to 
fear that the happiness of the righteous will 
not be endless. 

“ The proper and full reply to this opin- 
ion is, that the application of aionios, to the 
happiness of the righteous, and the punish- 
ment of the wicked, cannot of itself prove 
the absolute eternity of either. If the end 
less duration of the happiness of the right- 
eous be estat lished beyond doubt, the proof 
is derived fom other sources, and does not 
depend upon this term. And although the 
same word is here employed to express the 
deration both of fature reward and punish- 
ment, yet the difference between the nature 
of the two subjects, the difference between 
the substantives to which the adjective is 
applied, and the clear testimony of other 
passages of scripture, which relate to the fi 
nal destiny of mankind, all concur to show 
that in the former case it signifies an end- 
less, and in the latter a limited duration. 


“There is the yreatest possible differ- 
ence between the nature of the subjects to 
which the term is applied. When an e- 
verlasting life of happiness is promised to 
the richteous, this naturally leads us to be- 
lieve, that its Grration will be without end, 
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the fulfilment of the Deity: as long as it 
exists, his purposes cannot be completed ; 
it is not itself an end, it is only the means 
to an end, which alone is sufficientto prove 
that it cannot be eternal, but must cease as 
soon as it has accomplished its allotted 
work. There is, therefore, such a differ. 
ence between the nature of happiness and 
misery, as necessarily leads to the conclu- 
sion, that their duration will be different... 
The term, aionios, applied to the first, 
derives from it the signification of endless 
duration; applied to the second, it is res- 
tricted by it tv a limited period. 

* There is an equal difference between 
the nature of the substantives to which this 
word isapplied. Thus in this very passage, 
when it relates to the righteous, it is con- 
nected with zoe, a substantive which signi- 
fies life; when it respects the wicked, it is 
joined with kolasis, a term which invaria- 
bly denotes corrective punishment. That 
the phrase everlasting, or continual life, 
when applied to the pious, may signify an 
immortal existence, it is reasonable to be- 
lieve, because the nature of the subject 
countenances the opinion, and it is favored 
by many passages of scripture: that the ex- 
pression of everlasting punishment, or last- 
ing punishment, or lasting correction, when 
applied te the wicked, denotes a limited 
punishment, it is impossible to deny, be- 
cause a corrective cannot be an endless 
punishment ; because the very hypothesis is 
incompatible with the design of the Divine 
government; because it is contrary to the 
general tenor of the New Testament, and 
because it deprives many of its most strik- 
iug and animated expressions of all their 
beauty and truth. 

Nor does the affixing of a different mean- 





because we can conceive of nothing which, 
should bring it to a termination. There is | 
every reason to believe that the same, 
motive which induced the Deity to impart. 
it fora very protracted period, will lead 
him to render it endless. The happiness of 
which the péous will be in possession of in 
a future state is the attainment of the object | 
for which they were created, the completion | 
of the design of their existence 3 as long as | 
they continue to enjoy, they promote the 
benevolent purpose of their Creator, and 
therefore their felicity has in itself the 
promise of immortality. Happiness, too, 
is an eternal principle ; it is coeval with the 
Deity, and will be lasting as himself. Put 
misery is in every respect the reverse. It 
is not the object for which mankind were 
brought into being; its prevalence is not | 
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ing to the same word, occurring twice in 
the same sentence, afford any objection to 
this interpretation. The difference in the 
subject in the one case and in the other is 
so manifest, as clearly to point out its differ- 
ent signification; so that if the scriptures 
afford-d no example of a similar repetition 
of the same word in a two-fold sense, it 
ought not to induce the least doubt of the 
validity of the principle upon which the 
distinction in the present passage is estab- 
lished. But the fact is, that there are sev- 
eval in which the same word is applied 
twice in the same sentence, with a dissimi- 
larity as to the extent of duration denoted 
by it, exactly similar to this. For exam- 
ple, 

“fab. iii. 6: “And the everiasting 
mountains were scattered, and the per- 





